COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND 
STATISTICS, CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA EMBARGO: 6 P.M. 4 May 1972 


INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES FEBRUARY 1972 (PRELIMINARY) 
Reference No. 6.27 


This bulletin contains statistics of industrial disputes for the month of 
February 1972 and some previous periods, More information about these disputes will 
appear later in the detailed quarterly mimeograph "Industrial Disputes" (Reference No. 6.6). 


2. The statistics of industrial disputes refer only to disputes involving a 
stoppage of work of ten man-days or more. Workers involved include workers directly 
and indirectly involved in disputes. Workers indirectly involved are employees thrown 
out of work at the establishments where the stoppages occurred but not themselves 
parties to the dispute. Particulars of some stoppages (e.g. those involving a large 
number of establishments) may be estimated and the statistics therefore should be 
regarded as giving a broad measure of the extent of stoppages of work (as defined). 


3, Stoppages of work at different points of time and at different establish- 
ments due to the same cause may be regarded as one industrial dispute. However an 
industrial dispute occurring in more than one State is counted as a separate dispute 
in each State. A dispute involving workers in more than one industry group in a State 
or Territory is counted once only in the number of disputes - in the industry group 
that has the largest number of workers involved; but workers involved, working days 
lost and estimated loss in wages are allocated to their respective industry groups. 
Disputes not settled at the end of a year are included as new disputes in the figures 
for the following year. The monthly statistics refer to all disputes operative in the 
month, including those disputes that commenced in previous months. In Table 1 details 
of the number of disputes and workers involved are shown separately for disputes 
beginning in the month and for all disputes. Any discrepancies between totals and sums 
of components are due to rounding. 


4. “For statistics of industrial disputes for earlier periods see "Labour 
Report No. 55, 1970" (Reference No. 6.7). 


TABLE 1, — INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES : AUSTRALIA 


Number of disputes hie bien ila 
seme ns notaa (a) oe sone [Tote (a) 
Beginning lnotan (a) [Peeimnine|notan (a) 


Estimated 
loss in 


Working 
days lost (a) 


Period 


1970 

1971 45,241 .3 

1971 - February is 
March 2,508. 
April 2,210.0 
May 10,042.4 
June WD lse 
July 7,431 oD 
August 5,415.2 
September 6,261.8 
October 2,101.6 
November 1,641.3 
December 2,694.3 

1972 - January (bd) Tis31 
February (b) 2,062.7 


Two months ended - 
February 1971 
Februa 1 
Refers to all disputes operative in the period - see paragraph 3, above. 
Subject to revision - see paragraph 1, above. 
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TABLE 2, — INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES : 
WORKING DAYS LOST ('000) (a) 


Steve-| other 
doring 


Mining and Manufacturing | Building 


quarrying 


Coal ngineer 
i - | Oth 
ining Other} ing are ther 


Period 


1970 78.4 64.0 0.1 
1971 51.6 44.8 268.1 3,068.6 
1971 - February 725 12.6 1.1 138.6 
March 5.3 12.1 8.4 179.0 
April 0.8 28.3 Lot 156.4 
May 7.0 29.2 1.8 648.1 
June 9.7 24.6 8.9 121.1 
July 0.7 46.6 42.4 516.7 
August 4.8 70.0 358.0 
September 4.4 3.1 409.4 
October 4.4 5.5 154.4 
November 4.2 6.0 109.7 
December eee 9.4 191.8 
1972 - January(c)| 2.0 0.2 53.8 
February(c)} 5-3 1.4 132.3 
Twomonths ended - : 
February 1971 8.2 34.9 223.9 
February 1972(c Re 1 186.1 


Refers to all disputes operative in the period - see paragraph 3, page |. 
Engineering, metals, vehicles, etc. (c) Subject to revision - see paragraph 1, 
page 1. 


TABLE 3, — INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES : STATES 
WORKING DAYS LOST ('000) (a) 


Period Aust. (b) 


1970 1,393.6 


1971 1,887.5 3,068.6 
1971 - February 86.5 Vest 0.8 138.6 
March 108.2 22 INS 179.0 
April 101.6 1.6 203 156.4 
May 580.0 9.54.01 300 0.3 648.1 
June 57.9 14.9 Teo ed Tiron 
July Hive 104.9 1.8 367 516.7 
August 146.9 25.5 3.4 Zea 358.0 
September 345.3 177 0.2 3.6 409.4 
October 48.7 16.4 5.6 2.2 154.4 
November 69.8 8.9 9.4 0.4 109.7 
December 9.5 0.8 0.4 191.8 
1972 - January(c) 5.8] 0.4 0.5 53.8 
February(c) S.A 3.7 1.9 132.3 

Two months ended - 
28.3 223.9 


February 1971 
1 136.1 


Refers to all disputes operative in the period — see paragraph 3, page 1. 
Includes N.T. and A.C.T. (c) Subject to revision - see paragraph 1, page 1. 


COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS J.P. O'NEILL 
CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2600 4 MAY 1972 COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 


NOTE. Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 
63 9111 extension 2055 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office 
of the Bureau of Census and Statistics. 


